
CUTTEN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MINUTES 

January 14, 2019 

6:30 p.m. 

Ridgewood School Commons 

1.0  CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.   

 Board members in attendance:      Mary DeWald, Andy Sundquist, Dennis Reinholtsen, Verne Skjonsby 
  and Becky Reece 
  
2.0  CONSENT AGENDA  

 2.1 Motion by Becky Reece, second by Dennis Reinholtsen to approve the consent agenda.  Motion  

  carried 5-0. 

3.0  VISITOR COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

3.1 Brian Whitmore with BCA Architects presented an update to the board. The Facilities Planning 
Committee has met twice to begin prioritizing projects.  

4.0 REPORTS 
4.1 Stacey Gabbert, PTA President, reported the committee is planning the celebration for Founders’ 

Day and Honorary Service Awards on February 7, 2019 at Ridgewood School, 6:30 p.m.  They are 
working on a family movie night in the spring, as well as helping out at our literacy project.  The PTA 
is looking for new board members for next year.  

4.2 Melissa Hall, CRSF President reported that CRSF’s next restaurant take-over will be at Chapala Café 
on January 29; the restaurant will donate 10% of receipts.  There is no gala update yet; there will be 
a planning meeting tomorrow night right after the Foundation’s regular meeting. 

4.3 Lauren Bryie reported for the Site Council, noting they had been given the new Classroom Aide 
Evaluation and continued to review the Safe School Plan.  There was an explanation of how the 
magnetic strips, which are approved by the Fire Department, could work to assist teachers in locking 
down their classrooms without going outside.  The Safe School Plan was adopted. 

4.4 Sue Ivey reported on new student registrations.  Registrations started December 3, 2018 and looks 
good overall.  There are three weeks left in which to submit an Interdistrict Transfer Request and get 
it signed without question; after that, students will need a compelling reason for not seeking it early.  
We have 55 kindergarten forms out; 29 turned in and 18 TK forms out, with 12 returned.  The first 
TK/K Orientation is this week.  We’ve received 5 registration forms in grades one through six.  

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 5.1 The Board received and completed the Statements of Economic Interests forms. 

 5.2 The Board reviewed the letter from HOCE confirming our First Interim positive certification. 

 5.3 The Board reviewed the final audit letter from D.L. Moonie & Co.  

6.0  INFORMATION / POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS  
6.1 Motion by Becky Reece, second by Andy Sundquist to approve the 2018-2019 Comprehensive Safe 

School Plan (CSSP).  Motion carried 5-0.  
6.2 Motion by Dennis Reinholtsen, second by Mary DeWald to approve the 2017-2018 Student 

Accountability Report Card (SARC).  Motion carried 5-0.  
6.3 Sue Ivey reported the rating results compiled by S & P Global are “AA-“, which is very good for our 

upcoming bond sale and higher than almost all other local districts with bonds. 
6.4 Sue Ivey described a new grant entitled the Low Performing Student Block Grant which targets 

students who fall outside other program parameters.  In our schools, we have 40 eligible students 
generating funding and 28 identified who meet the criteria.  Within the grant guidelines, we can pay 
for professional development (to benefit all students), direct services to the students and technology.  
We are entitled to $79,041 to be spent over two and one-half years. 



Cutten School District 
 Board Minutes 

 January 14, 2019 
Page 2 

6.5 Motion by Becky Reece, second by Andy Sundquist to adopt History-Social Science instructional 
materials as discussed.  Motion carried 5-0.  

 
7.0  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

7.1 Sue Ivey reported that teachers and administration has been previewing science instructional 
materials for adoption. Teachers will participate in an evening workshop on January 31 to take a 
deeper look at the materials. Sue is working with the Rural Community Assistance Corporation and 
the California Water Board to secure a grant for new and replacement drinking fountains at both 
schools. Sue shared that she and Jeanne are currently able to manage the impact of the bond project 
with all their other duties.  Some districts have contracted with a Project Manager, and that may be 
something for Trustees to consider later. The first TK/Kindergarten Orientation is this week, two 
months earlier than has been typical due to the changes in the enrollment window. 

8.0  BOARD MEMBER & ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS / COMMUNICATION - None  

9.0 PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION ITEM – None offered 

10.0 CLOSED SESSION – Convened at 8:00 pm. 

 With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session: 
 10.1 CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (GC Section 54957.6) 
  Agency Negotiator:  Sue Ivey 
  Name of organization representing employees: Humboldt Bay Teachers Association 

11.0 REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION – Reconvened at 9:08 pm. 
11.1 There was no reportable action taken on item 10.1 

12.0 ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Ivey 
Secretary to the Board 


